Singular 


s the Ou! and . 


Let not us E 90 e 
II Pet. HE ak 
That manner of Perſons up bt va 12 ob 
al. Holy Conver ſation's and Gedlinſis 


riated & Sold by 
North End 


. 


TO THE 


AITH and OBEDIENCE are tn 


And _ p- greateſt part of thoſe who 


R 8 
. A 4 o 
2 * 7% Y * * 
* * — = 
\ * 1 5 
* 2 * _ 
? 5 5 Ps. I 
_ * % BY * 
"og * by 
$ 
4 * 
oa 
# - 
* 


Two Pillar, on which ages 
a If eicher of them is want⸗- 
, that mans Religion is Vaign-⸗- 


pretend to Chriſtianity, fail in one oftheſe, ; 
It is Nitural for Adams Children to ſeek” 3 


for life by works and doings of their own, 


witkour a CHRIST, They would find cbe i 
Life of their Hund. The Jews ſought toc 
Salvation in a Legal way, without depend= 
ing on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone 
for [uſtification unto Life: But they at- 


Lined it not, Mherefore ? Becanje they 


ought it nt by Faith, but as it were 7 the 3 | 
wor Rs of the Law. Millions of men called 
Cbriſl ian, have ſplit upon the ſame. Rocko = 


The Obedience of CHRIST alone, has 
been or could be Meritoricus Papißts 
4 9 luch Popery is Natural * teach ne 
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To the READER 


3 their Gord Works are Mericorious of 
= Beavenitfelf, A Learned man among 
them was not afraid to ſay, That if God 
would give him Heaven Gratis, he would 
not accept ofitſo; but would firſt do 
ſomething to deſerve it- Os the other 
- Hand ; There are many who think to be 
Saved by a Faith which is not attended 
With Holineſs or New. Obedience, Such 
Antinomians there were in the Apoflles 
E Dayes ; To Confute whom, James wrote 
| &is-Epiſtte ; in which he ſayes, What does 
ie profit a man to [ay, He hast Faith, have nit 
Works? Can Faith Save him? 4s the Body 
wit hout the Spirit is Dead, ſo Faith mithout 
Fo Works is Dead alſo. In all Ages there have 
been multitudes of. Profefiing Chriſtians, 
who have in their Practice been no better 
than Inf lels, And there ſeems to be more 
ſoch in this than in former Generations. 
It is the ſad apprehenſion of ſeveral: late 
Authors, that the world. wes not, more 
6 - Dexgencrete before the Unjverſal Deluge, - 
than kit is at this Day, One - obſcrves, 
That if we look through the world, of u 
Hur di ed Chriftians, Nigety Nine are either 


1 Heretical, or of Vicious Lives. I dare not , 
think, (es 2 Late and Learned Writer: 


8 [| Bulieves ) that of 2 Million of men down, 
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com Alam to our Dayes, ſcarce. ſo. much A 
as One has been Saved. Our late Political i 
ſrihmericians, will not allow that there 
ive been above One and Twenty Thou- 
and Millions of men in the world, ſince > 
he Creation. But certain it is, that more 
ban Twenty One Thou land, yea, many 
andreds of Thouſands are the Heits of 
dalvation: For the Scilpture ſpeaks of 
hem, as 4 Great Malrirade, i bich no man 
n Nun,, Rev. 7 9. Nevertheleſs, Coma: 
fared wich thoſe that Periſh, they are bur 
ew, Yea, and in ſome Particular 
hurches, there are but few Living Chriſtio 
ens : Alche* they may all have a Namie co F 
ive, Crit ſee-eth that their Works are I 
„ t perfect, Rev. 3. 1, 2 Whick awful 4 
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bought ſhould make all Profe ors of R #þ 
e gion, all Church-members in ſpecia, *f 
. Hereful to prove their real Chrifiauity, by. 
he Sincerity of their Obedience to the lb 
ommandments of Chriſt. To Excite 
nerennto, is the deſign of the Plain Di-; 


„ 1 . . . . | 
= Nr Emitted herewith 53. in which the 


eader may not ex pect any thing Curious, 
r Elabgrate; or ſet forth with Exceltency 
Speech. The Apoſtle ſayes of himſelf, ll 
at vis Preaching was not with the Enticias 


eras of mans wiſdom. Such a Pattern 1 
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Te the READER = 
& defire to imitate. Plain Food is the 
E whoicſomeft, - I TIE 
= If the Reader would know the Reaſon 
1 why theſe Meditations are Publiſhed: hy 
E the Prefs, ie has been thus brought to 
© paſs : Certain Pious perſons who Live in 
2 Neighbouring Town, hapning to he 
© preſent when this Sermon was Preached, 
were very importunate for a Copy of it, 
which having obtained from one that took 
it in Short-hand, I have Peruſed and Cor- 
rected what was brought to me by the 
Printer, and permitted him thus to Publiſh 
it. I ſha!l not long trouble the world 
But if I may leave any thing on the Exrth,ſ 
- which ſhall] be Profitable to any of the 
EF, Fle@of God, when 1 fhall my ſelf be nog 
more ſeen or heard, let the Grace of God 
be Magnified, who has ſeen meet to im. 
prove one, 7 


Who 1s Leſs ; 
than the Leaft of Saints 


J Boſton, Aug uſt 
23. 1707. 
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Singular Obedience 
The property of a 


True C hriſtian. 


On 


9 ** „ 


Mat. V. xIvii. 


„ — - 


„ What do ye mare than Others ?? 


BIS with the two following 
Chapters, 
{tance of a moſt Heavenly Ser- 
mon, which our Lord Jeſus 
Cirif Preached to His Diſciples. 
beginning of the Chapter, informs us in 
what place it was that Chriſt Preached. 
It was at a Mount: Bis Doctrine came 
rom Beavenęt he Mountain of Holineſs: 


dare it in- In the latter part of this 
Cbapter, He gives an Expoſition of the 
Moral Law ; He : that 
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thoſe Corrupt Gleſſes which the Phariſees 


had pac upon it. The Law yes, Thon 


ſhalt love thy Neighbour; the Phariſees 
made an Addition to it, viz. That they 
might hate their Enemies: and that he. 
cauſe the Law required Love to a Neigh- 
bour; cherefore ene not a Neighhaur 
mig kr be not loved, but be hated, Farin in- 
ſtructed His Diſciples better. He taught 
them a Doctrine contrary to that of the 
Paariſzes; namely, That they ſhould love 
their Enemies: And this He Confirms by 
Two Arguments. 

1. From the Con deen of that Com- 
mon Love and Bounty which the Moſt 
High does miaifeRt to- 1 al men. 80 
that 1a loviggetheit Enemies, they world 
reſemble che 1. \T:d and Holy Gad, wi 
ſhews kiadazſs to the greateſt Enemits 


that He has on the Earth. He makes His 


Sun to ſh ae on che Evil, aid ſends Rain 
on the jut, and on the Unjat. Win 
inſtruct, mea that they ſhould how kiad- 
ness to their Perſonal Enemies. 

2. Aaather Argument by which the, 


FL Lord Confirm; His DO Krine, is, That ik. 


they who were His Dill ciples ould [ove 


| their Friends anl,then would d Us 
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than the worſt men in the world did. f 
key would not out-do the Publicabs. 
he Publicans were the Collecto of the. - 
ribute due to the Emperor : The Chief 
ommiſſioners were Perſons of Quality; 
hey were Roman Knights ; but they had 
aferiour Officers under them that would 
ppreſs the People, and would Exact more 
han was by the Law appoinfed ; and 
ere therefore hated of all men. It was 
Celebrated ſaying among the Jews, That 
% Publican (ball enter inte the Kingdom of 
zaven. Now (ſayes Chriſt ) if you Sa- 
ute your Brethren; that is expreſs Love 
Io them only, you do no more than the 
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5 ublicans ;you do no more than thoſe men 
i ou Count the worſt in the world : If you. 


o no more than what the Phariſees in- 
act you in, you will be very defeftive  - 
your Obedience. What do you mere ? 
e. more than others : Ti Perifthon 
4 Prefantins 2 What Extraordinary” 
ing do jc do ? Wherein do you Excel ? 
ou that are Chriſts Diſciples, ought to 
0 more than Publicans and Phariſees 
9: And if you will approve your 
Pres as you oughe to do, you will cut- do 
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from the words is, 


Eo That it is the Duty and Property of the tu 
_ Diſciples of Chriſt, to Out- do all other men W 
F in their Obe dience to the Commaradment 


4 of God, Ee 


There are Two Particulars before us 

to be Enquired into | 
Ii. In what Reſpects it is the Duty and. 

Property of Chriſtians to Out-do all other 


Men. 3 | 111; 
2. The Reaſonableneſs of it. 
. QUEST, I. In what Reſpects i5 4t the Du: ne 


ty and Property of the true Diſciples of Jeſus 
Chi, to Out-do other men? * 
13 ANSVW R I. In Reſpełt of the Univerſality 
.2 of their Obedience to the Commanaments of 
God. This is that that God does Require 
and Expect from thoſe that are His Ser- 
vants : Deut. 10. 12. What does the Lord 
require of hee, hut that thor ſhoulde# wall 11 
% Hi;-waye:? And as it is their Duty, ſo 
ie is their Property. David could fay,. 1 
WW ZPZheem all thy Precepts, And it is faid d 
EF him, that he was a man after Gods owl 
Heart, 7 /uifif a His Will, The = K 
1 | ; x . D0Ke 


"Woſe who are not ſo. An Hypocrite max 
omply wich ſome, nay with many things 
at God does require: As it is ſaid of 
lerod, that he did many things, And Febu 
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poken concerning Zechariah & Elizabeth. _ 
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ak, 1. 6. They walked blameleſs in all the 


\mmandments and Ordinances of the Lerd. 


\nd indeed this, is the difference be- 
een the Sincere Servants of Chriſt, and 


a notable inſtance, who did ſome things 


ad preat things too, according to the 


ommand of God; and yet he was not 


incere in his Obedience, becauſe there 


as one thing he would not do: God Com- 
zanded him to Execute judgment upon 
he Houſe of Abab, he did it readily ; God 
ommanded him to Deſtroy the Worſhip 


f Baal,hedid that too; but then he knew 


was theCommand ofSod that theCalves 


Dan and Bethel, thoſe Idols ſhould be ws | 


moved, but that did not comport with 
Is carnal Intereſt, therefore he would 
ot do it, which diſcovered the falſeneſs 

bis Heart: Jeha took no heed to 
ak in the Law of God with all his 


fart, How did that appear ? He did 


turn ſrom the Sins of Yereboam, 2 King 


oe” 21. But the real Diſciple of Chriſt is 
eine all that God requires. And the 
1 trytb 
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Sigcere in their Covenant with God, wi 
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truth is, there is no man in the wor, 
that does duely obſerve all the Command; 
ments of God, but only the true Believer 2 
on Jeſus Chriſf,, Wherefore He has ſid; 
| Tou are my Friends, if you” Er what ſoever u 
Command you, Joh. 15. 14. ES fr 

II. Ie is the Doty and rhe Property of th t 


*. . 


true Hiſci ple of Chrift, to Out- do other me te 
in reſpect of the Con t aucy of their Obedience t 
- The Laid ſaid of Solamon, that he (ould bly, 
\ Eftablithed in his Kingdom, if he wool; 
be Conſtant in keeping of the Command} 
ments, 1 Chron. 28 7. This is One Reaſoff(; 
why the Covenant is called, The Everlaf v 
29:9 Covenant, They have broken the P WY 
* verlaſting Covenant 3 For that Gods Co N 
venant People are under Obligations uatgll i 
| Perpetual Obedience; and they that art 
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Pede accordingly. They have joynet 
| themſclves to che Lord in a Perpetui 
Covenant, never eo be forgotten Hence 
David ſaid, PAL 119. 112. I hae incline 
my Heart to perform thy Statutes almay,evt 
to th! End. There are Profeſſors he ar 
very iaconſtfant in their Profeſſion: Ihe 
change their Religion juſt as the Time 


change, So it, was with the Jews; Hoſe: 
6. 4. Thy Goodneſs bs as the Moni Clou Pot 


— the Property of a_Chrilftan.. T3. 
„ the Early Dew it goeth away. _ The -Y 
people generally would be of that Reli- 

«ll gion chat was uppermoſt : they would be 
orf the State Religion, let it be what it 
vould. When there was a Good Ring, 
ach an one as Hezekiah, they would be of © | 
the true Religion. When Manaſſeh came 

ye to be in the Throne, then they turned back 

ce to their [dolatr7. When Godly Joſiah 
vas King, then they would be of the R.-H 
M formed Religion; but they turned to the. 
Lord feignedly and treacherouſly, not with 

ol their whole heart: As was evident in that 
wen % h was Dead, ard his Ungodix 
EY Sons Reigned in his ſtead, the Body of ibe 
Nation ſoon revolted to their old Super- 
icq; ſticions, Thus was their Goodaeſs like 
the Morning Cloud and. as the Early Dew, 

ſoon gone. And when men take up their 
Profeſſion of Religion for Carnal Ends, 

and meet with Difappointments, it is verx 
robable they will turn away from the 
Hol) Commandment. The Apoſtle com- g 
P.atns of Demas, 2 Tim 4. 10. He has for- 
ahen me, having loved this preſent world, 
eWEccl-fiaftical writers tell us, That that De- 
enn of a Miniſter of Chriſt became a Prieſt 
doof Jupiter / There was more Money to be Af 
por e by being a Prieſt of Jupiter, than bx 
7. 3 Wi} being 


are 


being a Preacher of the Goſpel. If men 
begin their Profeſſion in Hypocriſy; ic is 

likely they will end in Apoſtaſy: As it was 
with many of the pretended Diſciples of 
' Chrilt ; Joh. 6. 65. Many of His Diſciple 
went back, and walked no mere with Him, 
But it was not ſo wich His true Diſciples, 
Therefore when Chriſt ſaid to them, Wil 
you go away alſo ? Peter in the Name of al 
of them ſaid, Lord to whom ſhall we po? 


Thou haſt che words of Eternal Life: g. 4 
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4 Singular Obedience. 


We can never mend our ſelves let's gol 


where we will. As for His true Diſciples, 
nothing can move them from their ſtead- 
faſtneſs, no Temptation can turn them 


out of the way of Obedience: or if they . 


do turn aſide, they will ſoon return again; 
P/al. 44+ 17, -- Al] this is come upon us, 
nevertheleſs we have not dealt falſely in 
thy Covenant: Our heart is not turned 


back, neither have our ſteps declined from 


thy way; aitho* thou halt broken us fore 
in the place of Dragons, and covered uf 
with the ſhadow of Death. Thus then 


the true Diſciple of Chriſt is conſtant ig 


his Obedience; he is the fame man at ul 


Times, in all Places, in all Companies, 


Fixed and Conſtant : wherever you fil 
him, he is a God-fearing man: 
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III. It is the Duty and the Property of the 
true Diſciple of Chrift, to Out-do others in 
reſpeft of Paſſive Obedience. In reſpect of 
z Profound Submiſſion and Reſignation to 
the Will of God, in whatever afflictive 
Diſpenſations of His Holy Providence ma 
attend them: This Chriſt has taught His 
Diſciples, not by Precept only, but by His 
Boly Example, Heb. 5. 18 He learned O- 
bedience by the things that he ſeffered, When 
the greateſt Agony that ever man endured. 
vas coming upon Him, He ſaid, Not my Will,” 
but thy Will be done This is the higheſt 
J. Obedience: For a man to Submit to the 
Will of God in Affliction, is a greater O- 
bedience than to do what God Requires 
in a way of Active Obedience. We have 
notable Examples of this, not only in the 
New, but ia the Old Teſtament Believers. 
bus A5rabham when God had given him 
Son in a Miraculous way, for him now 
- M0 part with that Son at the Command of 
od, was certainly a great tryal as of his 
eich ſo of his Obedience. Nevertheleſs 
e readily complyed, riſing Early to per- 
oem what was Comm inded him, Gen. 2 2.3 
* „when Tydings was brought to him of 
Wil! doleful Deſolations his 
gn ELOIATIONS coming On 15 
W-Kuly, ſaid, /t it the Lord, let Him de 
* B 2 3 b 


bere I am, Lee Him do to me as ſeemeth 


| prience. They were Patient under all the 


 Sfnanlar Dhedience  —l 
what ſeemeth HimGood. And David under . 


great Afflictions ſaid, 2 Sam. 15. 26. If the. | 
Lord ſay He bath no delight in me: behold MF" 


good to Him, And the holy Prophets are 
Tecommended to us for our imitation here. 
in; Jam. 5. 10. Take the Prophets who have 
Holle n in the Neme of the Lord, for an Ex. 
ample of ſuffering Aſlictions, and of Pa. 


Aſfflictions that God did ſee meet to Ex- 
erciſe them with. It is the Property ofa 
true Diſciple of Chriſt, to make a com- 
parative Choice of Affliction, that is of 
affliction rather than Sin; any thing ra- 
ther than ſin ; Mat. 16. 24. If a man wil 
be my Diſciple, let him rake up his Croſs, 
It the caſe is ſo circumſtanced, that he 
muſt either Sin or take up the Crols ; then e 
if he is a true Diſciple of Chriſt, he wil 
with his own hands take vp the Croſs, 
Thus did 24/es, Heb: 11: 25+ He choſe ra- [ 
ther to ſuffer Affliction with the People of God, il 
than to enjoy the pleaſure of Sin for aſtaſm' 


That now was Singular Obedience, do 300 
chooſe to be on the ſuffering ſide. Moſes * 


was Heir apparent to the Crown of . Son 
being the Adopted Son of Phargobs oy 
| Daughter ; but he chooſes to part with [- 
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the Honours & Riches of a Kingdom, & to 
ufer A fflict ions with a poor People of Gd 
in a Wilderneſs, It is then the Property 
f a true Diſciple of Chriſt, to be willing 
to ſuffer for His Name; yea, to rcjoyce ! 
in it: As its ſaid of the Apoltles, h. X J 
wyced that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 
bame for His Name, At 5. 4. The Mar- 
tyrs loved not their Lives unto the Death. 
One burned to Death by Papifts, for 
making a Profeſſion of the Proteſlang _. 
Religion 5 Mas ( ſaid he) have 1 but one 
Life to looſe for Chriſt \? If 1 had as many as 
Hair om my Head, I ſhould be glad to part 
irh them af for Chriif. And the Primi- 
F tive Chriſtians were rather too forward, 
than too backward in this matter. When 
none accuſed them, they would ſome of 
them come before the Judges and accule'. | 
hemſelves of being Chriſtians, that ſo they 
90 Dye for the Dear Name of Jeſus: 
Mir... | y 8 
IV. It is the Duty of true Chriſtians to Out- 
io others im reſpect of the manner of their per- 11 
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ming Religious Duties. True Chriſtianity, 1 

odliaeſs in the Power of it, conſiſts very 

uch ia the manner of performing Reli- 

tous Duties. As now ; Ia hearing the | 
| 


[1 
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Void, Luk, 8, 18. Take bred how yen hear. 
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Many hearers of the Word, never take ood | 
how they hear; if they come and hear, 
they think that 1 is enough: But ſays Chriſt, 
Take heed how you hear; take heed you 
do not hear after a carelcK manner ; take 
heed you do not hear in a drowſey and! 
fleepy manner but chat you hear ſo as ta. 
profit by what you hear. It is the Cha- 
racter of a true Servant of the Lord to do Me 
fo ; Mic. 2.7. Do not my words do good1o 
i * that walk uprichtly They that are 
upright in heart, will hear after ſuch a 
manner as good ſhall come to them by 
what they hear. Thus alſo as to Prayer: Nr 
There are many Profeſſors of Religion s 
Will Pray conſtantly ; they will attend Pab- Bs. 
Iick Prayer, they will Pray in their Fa- ſpl 
mily every day; and it may be in their 
Cloſets too, and yet all this meer Forma- 
lity ; Mat.15. 8. They draw near to we with 
their Mout hes, and honour me with their Lip, 
but their Hearts are far fram me, Thee) 
are many that often Pray, but what is geit 
Prapying more than a Carcaſs of Religion, . 
wichout any Life or Soul in it? When s 
the true Servants of God his Heart is 18: 
Duty, Pſal. 119. 10. With my whole Heart 4 
| Bave ! ſougnt ther, The Sincere Chriſtian:i 
ſecks the Lord wy his Soul, and with hie 
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true Diſciple of Chriſt is for an Internal, 
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Fririt within him. His Prayer is not a 
er forms] dead thing; No, he-ſeryes. ; 
he Lord fervently, It is ſaid of Epapbras, . 
ol. 4. 12. He Labours Fervently in Prayers 
; yew, So again as to the; Sanctification 
the Sabbath: There is an External Sab- 
th, that men who are nat the true Di- 
ciples of the Lord will conform unto. The 
ſeus were mighty Sabbatarians, as to an 
xternal obſer vation; they would not do 
ny Servile work on the Sabbath Day, they 
ould dye firſt: But as to the Internal Sab- 
-ath they were ſtrangers to it. But the 


as well as an External Sabbath: His care 
„ that his Heart be in a Sabbath frame 
ben the Lords Day comes; that he may 


dabbath comes he is glad of it, his Heart 
$4 trouble to him. He calls the Sabbath a. 


caking hit own words, Ila. 58. 12. 
V. It is the Duty & Property of the true Diſci- 
Vat ity towards their Perſonal Enemies They 
i Jove their Enemies; they dare not 
ue a Perſonal Revenge on a particular 


de in the Spirit; that he may have Com- 
won, with God therein. Whea the 


:yc&th ; when the Sabbath is ended it 


Velioht, and does Hongur the Lord init, not. © 
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for the jews that Crucihed Him, He Praycd YI, 


i Enemy. You ſee David would not. When 
+ he could eaſily have avenged himſelf, 


q it; but becauſe of the fear of God he did 
it not. The Diſciples of Chriſt ſhould, 


W. ſhow. their Love in Praying for. them. This 


Lor d, lay not this Sin to their Charge. Yea, 


en 
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and thoſe about him did importone him to 


and if they be true Diſciples they will do 
ſo; they will ſhow love to the greateſt R. 
nemies they have in the world: they wil 


has Chriſt taught us, not only by Pre- 
cept, but by His own Holy Example. As 


that God would forgive them; Luk 23, 
34: Father Forgive them, &c. Stephen a true 
Diſcipie of Chrift, when his Adverfarics 3 
were ſtoning him to Death, he Prayed, I, 


the true Diſciple of Chriſt will not only, 
Pray for his Enemies ; but if he have an, 
opportunity he will do them Good, as well x 
as wiſh them Good: he will not requite p 
Evil for Evil, but Evil with Good 4 Rom. He 
12. 20- If thine Enemy hunger, feed bm; i 


| | he is thirſty, give him drink. And indeed T 
is this Precept of forgiving the gresteſt In 
Jajaries, our Chriſtian Religion does E-. 


cl all other Religions. The Jews thought fe 
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| b they might Revenge themſelves, that the Hi 


might hate their Enemies ;and they counted t 
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i that were not Jews to be their Enemies. 
dome of che Jewiſh Rabbie, ſay of all Gen- 
tiles, as the Papiſts do of Proteſtants, | 
hat it is no more Sin to Kill one of them 
than to Kill a Dog. And the Philoſophers 
mong the Gentiles, altho* they taught 
Excellent Morality in many particulars ; in 
"this the greateſt Moraliſts of them fell 
mort in their Doctrine, and much more 
"Min their Practice. They taught, that if a 
man had ſuſtained a little Injury he may 
do well to forgive it; but if a great One, 
they ſay he ſhould not forgive it, but be 
e revenged for it. Chriſt teaches His Di- 
F {ciples better than ſo, The Emperor J- 
lian, juſtly Sir- named the Apof ate, was a 
naa of great Morality; with reſpect to 
: this particular, he diſcovered that he had i 
ij a Graceleſs Soul, He would Scoff at man 
0 Holy Szyings of Chriſt ia this Sermon 
Preached at the Mount, and would parti- 
4 cularly Deride at a mans forgiving his Per- 
ſonal Enemies. Well but the true Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt will do It, tho“ others can- 
lot. Chriſtians, would you not be glad 
„e know whether you are true Diſciples _ 
ene? This is one of the greateſt ſigns of 
| hk that can be mentioned. If a Chriſtian 
| thinks wich himſelf, God has forgiven me 
| 3 | VR greater | il 
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greater lajaries than ever | received from 
any man, therefore they that have been 
injurious to me, I will. heartily forgive 
them ! This is one of che greateſt ſigns of 
a true Believer that can be. 1 
VI. le is the Duty and Property of the tru 
D:ſciples of Chriſt, to Out- do other men in re- 
28 - þ eff o their batred „/ and oppoſition unta Sin, 
| Ye that love the Lord hate Evil. If men 
love the Lord, they will hate the Evil of 
Sin more than any Evil whatſoever, They 
will not allow themſelves in ſuch ſins, as 
other men do indulge themſelves in. They 
W are careful & watchful not only againft ſin- 
ful Deeds, but alfo not to fin in Words. 
The man that ruleth not his tongue, his I]; 
Religion is vain. He only ſeems to be Re- II. 
ligious. David ſayes, I will take heed to 
my wayes, that I Sin not with my Tongue, Pfal. In 
39: 1- Nay, the true Diſciple of Chriſt is I,, 
careful not to Sin ſo much as ia his I 
& Thoughts : He hates vaia Thoughts, much . 
more vile ones. I hate vain 7 houghts : out Ye 
thy Law do ] love, Plal. 119, 113. laa 5 
word; The true Diſciple of Chriſt will re- Ur 
ftrain from every thing that he knows or 4 
| thinks is a Sia againſt God ; Pal. 11,1% F. 
| 1 bave- refrained my Feet 5 e very Evil |, 
C: 1580 Tbe true 99 of Chriſt 1 c 
2 retr | 
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ekrein from Greater Groſſer Evils only, but 

| from Lefſer alſo; ſuch as the world it may 

., makes no Conſcience of. There 
rc ſome men that would be counted 


hriſtians, who will not Swear bloody _ } 
Oathes, but will Swear ſuch as they call 
Petty Oathes ; they will Swear by their of 


" W:ich and Troth. But Chriſt ſayes to His 
i Diſciples, Swear not at all. Again; There 
are ſome that would be counted true Chri- 
 Wfizns, they will not Blaſpheme the Name 1 
For the Holy God, but they will take His 
Name in vain + At every turn they will 4 
ay, Lord Bleſs me! And without any R- 
Nerence of that Fearful Name, they will 
, O Lord O God! Chriſt does not al- 
| low Bis Diſciples to do ſo. . And there 
re thoſe that will uſe weighty Afſevera- _ 
tioas about trifling matters; they will ſay, » 2 
= 


[Vw it is ſo: 1 Swear it is ſo. Our Ho- 
ly Lord Jeſus Chriſt allows not His Di- 
Ficiples in ſuch needleſs Aſſcverations. He 
lazes, Let your Communication be Tea and 
N what is more is from Evil. Moreover, 
The true Servants of God will not only ß / 
abſſain from Sin themſelves ; but will ber 
Ia due Teſtimony againſt the Sins of the. 
world about them. They will have no ³⁵ 
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Darkneſs ; but reprove them rather: yes 
tho“ they Expoſe themſelves to the hatrec 
of the world for it. Chriſt ſaid unte 
ſome of His Natural Relations who wer 
Ungodly men; The world cannot hat 
you, bat me ic hateth ; becauſe 1 refify thy 
the works thereof are Evil, Joh. 7. 7. So wilhlth 
the Faichful Servants of Chriſt Teſtify a; 
gainſt che Sins of the Times; alcho* if, 
ſhould Expoſe them to the rage of a Ma}: 
ligaant world, and coft them their Lives: 
John Bapti did ſo; and the holy, Prophet 
did ſo, Therefore Stephen ſaid to th 
Jews, Which of the Prophets have not you 
Fathers Perſecuted, and Slain them? Act 
7. 52. The Jews themſtlves own it: The) 
tel} us, That the Prophet Iſaiah was ſawfo 
aſunder for his Farthfulnefs in reprovieYth 
the Sins of King Manaſſehb, who was hi: 
near Kinſman ; And that the Prophet M 
cab had his Brains knock'd out by wicke( 
men : That the Prophet Feremiah wa 
Murdercd in Egypt; and Exzeksel in Baby 
loi, becauſe they witneſſed againſt the Sig 
of a wicked World. This is Siggular U 
bedience. . 
VII. Ie 15 the Duty and Property of the tri 
Diſciples of Chriſt, to Out- do others in He, 
verly-mindediieſs, and in weanedreſs from NC 
1 IR - Worn 


* * 


Diſciples, Mat 6.-19, 20. Lay not up Trea- 
wes on Earth; but lay up for your ſelves 
ire, in Heaven: Let your Hearts be 
there; let your Treaſare be there. This 
js proper to real Chriſtians, It is ſaid of 
the holy Patriarchs, Heb. 11. 13. They de- 
red a berter Ceuntrey; that is an Heavenly. 
ne. Ay, their hearts was there; their 
hearts were not glued to this Earth. Da- 
v.d could fay he had a weaned Soul, Pſal. 
etz 2. His heart was taken off from the 
thERichcs and Honours of this world, And 
oY this is true of the Sincere Diſciples of 
MF Chriſt, more than of other men: Other 
ie men their Portion is in this world; there- 
WF fore their hearts arc ſet more upon Earth 
ing tan upon Heaven. There is not an Ua- 
hig belizycr in this world, but if the Lord 

VYhould fay to him, Take thy choice, either 
Ke@@come to me in Heaven; or live on the 
ua kerch in all Temporal Felicity: he would 
bchuſ: to live here for ever, But it is o- 
lotherviſe with the true Diſciple of Chriſt ; 
e longs for Heaven. The chief reaſon 
df his willingneſs to abide here, is that he 
may do ſervice for Chiiih, For me ( ſaid 
ine Apoſtle ) to live is CHRIST, If 
Cbrict mould ſay to the Believer, Wilg 
IL PRE” 4 TE thou 
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thou come to me, or remain on the Earth 
he would fay, Nay, Lord, let me be wher 
thou art. He has by Faith ſeen that ther Ho. 
is a better World than this: A World i 
which there is no Sin; and he can't bu 
love ſuch a world; a world where Chrif 
is to be ſeen in all His Glory, and he can 
but long to be there. There are bi 
Thoughts, there is his Heart, there are the 
deſires of his Soul. 1 deſire to be wi 
Chrift, Which is far better than to be ili} 
this world, Phil. 1. 23. W 
Thus we fee that it is both the Duty 
and the Property of the Diſciples of 
"Chriſt to do more than others. We 
Proceed to Enquire into the Reaſonable- 
neſs of it. I ſhall mention but Two Rea 
Jons briefly. : 

Reaſon 1. God has done and will do great 
things for Believers on Chriſt, than for any e 
ther men iꝝ the world. Therefore they have 
infinite reaſon to ſſudy how they may de 
more for Him. There is not a true Be 
Jiever in the world, but God has done 
Slorious things for him. The Lord hat 
given him that which is more Valuable 
Khan all Earthly Riches +: He has givel 
Grace to him: And the leaſt-dram of ttuq “ 
faving Grace, is more worth than _ 

2 Silvct 
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world does afford, Grace is more preci- 
dus than Rubies, and all the things chou 
czuſt deſire are not to be compared with 
it, Pr >v. 3. 15. As for the true Believer, 
God has Pardoned all his Sins, which were 
miny. Suppoſe a man were deeply in 
Debt, if the Creditor ſhould frankly for- 
gire him all his Debts, would he not think 
that he could never do enough for one 
that has been ſo kind to him? And can 
we ever do enough for God, who has free- 
yl remitced our Infinite Debts, which it 


off was impoſſible for us Ever to ſatisfy for? 


/ell And yer the Law Condemned us to Priſon 
A vacil che utmoſt Farthing was paid. And 
3M if we are Believers on Chriſt, God has A- 

dopted us to be His Children; 2 Cor. 6: 
en 18. Tou fhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith 
% Lord Almighty. He will then give 
val them a Glorious Inheritance, nothing le ſs 
dq than a Kingdom. It may be, they are 


ze Poor Coutcmptible People, that make no 


n feure in the world; yet they are Heirs of 
12Y Kingdom, Better & Greater than all the 
vi Namo the Earth, put them all together. 
rei Jam. 2. 5. Has nat God choſen the Poor of this 
ogy wor, Rich in Faith,and Heirs of the King dom 
wich He has promiſed to them that love Elim? 


yer and Gold and Jewels that this 
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Reaſon 2. True Believers on Chriſt are a 
ble to do more in a way of Obedience, thay » 
thers can, That Principle of Grace whit 

is wrovght in their Souls, is a might 
thing. It ts Mig bt in the Inner man, Eph 
3. 16. Thence are they able to refil 
Temptation, ſo as others cannot, Howl 
did Godly Ae relift great Temptations | 
How can I ao thi: wickedneſs, and Sin again| 
God? {aid he.lf he had not had Grace in his 
Soul, ſuch a Temptation would have over 
come him. Nehemiab withilood ſuc 
Temptations as few in the world would 
or could have done. It was becauſe there. 
was a principle of the Fear of God in his 
Heart; Neh. 5 15; So did not I, becauſe of 
the Fear of God, The Holy Spirit dwells 
in the hearts of Believers. He will not 
fail to aſſiſt them, if they do not Gitcye 
Him: He will Enable them to mortify Sic 
fo as others cannot; Rom. 8. 13 /f ys 
 #brouph the Spirit mortiſy the deeds of the Bod) 
you ſhall live, The Holy Spirit win ally 
them in Duty, ver. 26. Likewiſe the Spirit 
alſo helys cur Ii firmities. He helps Believers 
to uſe ſuch Arguments with God in Prayer 

as will be ſure to prevail: He Enables 
them to Pray with ſuch Faich, and with 
ſuch brokenneſs of Heart, and ae 1 
3 85 : . BET QU 
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Cul, as others are not acquainted with. 


we proceed to the APPLICATION of 4 
0 

de Doctrine thus far Cleared. 

II The Firſt U S E may be for INSTRUC: 


TION, in feveral Particulars, _ | 
luftruct. I. We may here ſee, that among 
Chrifians, there are but few true Chriſtians 
e found. Among Nominal Chriſtians, 

ut few Real Chriſtians: For there are but 
ey that Out-do others in their Obedience 

o the Command ments of God, They call 
tiemſelves Chriſtians, they are Chriſtians - 
In Profeſſion, but in Practice like the reſt * 
If the world. Salvian complained of it 

in his time: He ſayes, that Præter Pauciſſi- 
m, excepting a very few indeed ; the ge- 

1 rerality of the Chriſtian world was Senting 
Vunorum, a Sink of Vice and Sin. And is. 
the world better now than it was in his 
time, above a Thonſand Years ago? Look 
over the Earth, and fee if there be. manye 
Real Chriitians among thoſe.that bear the 
Chriſtian Name. la the. Eafern Nations 
Mibere are Millions who are called Chriſti- 
ans, but they are miſerable Chriſtians« la 
Arica, that great.Continent;: Three times 
x dig as Exrope; there are indeed now bus 
Tery few that have the: Chriſtian Name, 
empared to what once there. Nas. That. 
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part of the world once full of Chriſtian; 
is now overwhelmed with Mabomitan- Ml: 
Yet about Eyype there are many Thou 
fands of Chriſtians, but miſerable ones 
And if we look on the Greek Churchec 
what lamentable Chriſtians are they? Len 
vs caſt our Eyes upon Europe, there we! 
may ſee more Papiiis ( who are Pagani! 
Chriffians ) than Proteftants. They boat 
of the great multitudes of Chriftians theMe 
have made in America; they ſay as many 
as all the Latin Church: They pretend to 
Fourteen Millions, but they are moſt wo 
fu} Chriſtians. Then conſider the Pro 
teſtant Nations; How is it among them? 
As for the Generality of thoſe that go un- 
der that Name, are there not ſuch as de 
Rroy their Chriſtian Profeſſion, by a wick- 
ed Converfation ? As toitheir Morals, they 
are not much better, than the” Papiſſs. "It 
is Io too generally. Bleſſed be God, who 
hhas put it into the Hearts of ſome Great 
Perſonages, as well as others, to promote 
| Reformation of Alarners;, The Churches of 
#he Reformation need Re formation · Among 
Proteftants, Drunkennefs, Profane Sweats 
Ing, Sabbuth-breaking, Unrighteouſnels] 
Vile Debaucheries, Coveteouſneſs are 
common” Evite + Belldev Were ger 
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naigrain Fundamental Errors! in Reliien 5 ; 
,s do Arntinomans, Socinians, Quakers, and 
ouch like, whoſe Herefies are Damnable. 
ies MM als! For men to take up a Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity is Eaſy; there is no difficulty 
a that, when tis the General Profeſſion 
of the Countrey, but to PraQiſe, to live 
an lte Chriſtians, that is Difficult: There- 
fore but few do ſo, So ti ue is that word 
of Chriſt, Mat. 7. 14. S rait is the Gate, and 
Narrow 15 the Way, that leads to Life, and 
tw there be that find it. | 

luſtruct. Il. Hence ther, ther. is an Holy 
Singularity that. aoth become the Servant: of 
ung, There is indeed a Singularity, 
which is not to be commended, .:; When 
men will not. comply with the Laudable 
Civit Cuffoms of their Neizhbonrs ; when, 
c they will not conform to ibe , Good, Mang 
Iſh ners of the Chriſtian, world. You know, 
0} there is a ſort of men, that won't ſtir their 
Hats, nor bow their Bodies out of Civil 
Neſpect to their Neighbours; no not to 
any de they never ſo much their Superiors, 
Are they like. Abraham, who Bowed him. 
(lf to the Children of Heth? Are they: 
like Jacob, who when bis Brother E/a« wag. 
become a Great Maa he called him 3 
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LY bis Hiſtory to Theophilus, who is though 
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times before him? Are they like the E 
vangeliſt Luke, who when he Dedicatec 


to be a Noble man of Antioch, he calls him 
Moſt Excelient ? Are they like Paul, whe 
when he defended himſelf before the Go 
vernour, called him, Moſt Noble Feſtus | F 
But then there is an Holy Singularity,thad 
is well- becoming the Faithful Servants © 
God: When men in matters of Religion 
do not do as the world does, nor do any 
thing at all, but what they have in the in- 
fallible Word of God a warrant for: it: 
Rom. 12 2. Be not Conformed to this world; 
that is in matters of Religion. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt would have His Diſcipks to 
be Non-confor miſis to the Corrupt Manners 
of the world. They may not live by ſuch 
Rules as others do. It was wicked Ha- 
man Complaint and Accuſation agaiuſt 
the Lords People, that they had. Laus di- 
verſe from all eople, and that they did nos 
| Keep the King, Laws, Et. 38 la matters 
of R ligion, the Laws of God and not of 
the Emperor was their Rule. Thus 4ben 
an Holy Singularity becom<s- the Servants 
of Chriſt 3 They muſb differ from-a greatly 
t, yea, the greateſt. part of he world. 
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Eph. 5. 16. Walk Circumſpe ly. Acribos, 
preciſely Endeavcuring to come up to the 
height of the Rule. They mult do as but 
fe, do; REV 3 4. Thon hait a few Names. 
They may not walk after the Courſe of the 
wid, They muſt Swim againſt the Stream, 
nd not be like Dead things, which go- 
which way ſoever the Stream carries them. 
wen the whole World was become an 
Arian, there was one Athanaſius againſt the 
whole World, But if a man acquits him- 
ſelf thus like a Chriſtian, he will be counted 
a Fool, The world will ſay," He is more 
Preciſe than Wiſe. Auſtin ſayes it was ſo 
Y in his time. Some Chriſtians of an ill Life 
(he ſayes) when they ſaw an Holy 
Chrittian, they would in a deriding man- 
ner ſay to him, Tou are a John Baptiſt, are 
you net 5 Tou are for Heaven, no queſtion of 
i. But let them mock on, Chr!iltans 
onght to be Preciſians. They ought to be men 
or more Conſcience, and hould have mare 
of the Fear of God in them, than others 
have, Noah was a Singular man in his 
ume. The Lord ſaid to him, Thee have! 
ſeen Righteous before me in thrs Generation, © 
Gen. 7. 1. He did not do as the moſt of 
men in that Generation, imwhich he lived 
vere wont to do. And Lot was a Singus 
3 „ 
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lar man; there were not Ten more ſuchM; 
men to be found in Five Cities together] 
as Lot was, fo Singular was-he in his Obe op. 
dience The Prophet EI was a Sinſp: 
_ gular man. He ſayes, I have been ZealansMc! 
for thy Name, and am left alone. Godin 
indeed told himof Seven Thouſand known; 
to the Lord, Who had got bowed to BAA“ 
What a ſmall number was that? Seven: 
Thonfand in a Populous Nation? Seven 
Thouſand, to fo many Hundreds of Thou- . 
ſand ; that @vld looſe in one Battle Five Yi: 
Hundred Thoufand. Well then, the Ser- 
vants of God muſt be Singular in their O- 
bedience; yea, ſo as that the World mall 
wonder at them. It was ſaid to Joſhua r 
the High Prieſt, Thou & thy Fellows are men 
wondred at. That they fhonld venture to fo 
Build the Temple at ſuch a time, their Yn: 
Faith and their Courage made them won- Ah 
dred at; that they ſhould ſer upon Build= If. 
ing the Temple, when all the Powers of m 
the world were ſet againſt them; they Yar 
were on that account men of an Holy Sig- Hin 
gularity, Zic 3. 8, | q 
laſtruct. 11. Jr is @ fad thing, when men c. 
that call themſelves Chr iſt ians, do not Out- It 
do others im that which is Good ;, but it may It 
be others Out-do them. It has been 2 
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ſome Infidels have Out-done many chat 
eil chemſelves Chriſtians, in ſome Moral 
baties. The Emperor Severus tho“ a Pa- 
en, was mightily taken with diveis of 
Chriſts Precepts in this Sermon® at the 
Mount Eſpecially that, Do to others, as you 
p. have others do to you, How many 
Chriſtians are chere, that little regard that 
n nely Precept ? What ſhall 1 ſay, that 
-0Mtherc have been thoſe among Mahomel an 
fel that have Out-done moſt Chr:ſtians 
in ſome Dutics of Morality. A Late 
Miter {pea ks of one in onſt artinople, that 
another com1ng to his Shop to Cheapen 
CL: Commodity ;, I can( ſaid be) accom- 
modate you with it, but my next Neigh- 
n Ibour his it alſo; | have had 2 great deal 
0 of Ciftom to Day, my Neighbour bas had 
r note; therefore | wiſh you would go to 
- Fin, that ſo my Neighbour may gain 
Boomer: hing as well as my felt | This thames 
many Chriſtians, Yea, and thoſe Infidels 
ere Conſtant in Pravers to God, tho“ not 
-in the Name of Cbriſt; 


commonly Five times every Day: And 
Ichey look upon it as the greateſt Diſgrace 
that can be mentioned, for to ſay, ſuch a 
Wan lives without Prayer. When two 
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nevertheleſs they 
Pray to that God who made the world, 


Turkiſh 
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Turkiſh Infidels fell out, bitterly conte 
ding with one another; One of them th 
he might be ſure to Diſgrace his Adverſ: i 
to purpoſe ; ſaid he, That man there, has n 
Prayzed to God ſo much as Once this DA 
And for that he was locked upon as 
horrid Wreich, But are chere not pr 
felled Chriſtians in the world, that do n 
Pray to God ſo much as once in 3 Day 
It may be there are Tome in this Affen 
Þly, that have nat Prayed to. God this 
Day : The Lord be merciful to the 
Infdels will riſe up in Judgment again 
them, and Condemn them in the Lal" 
Day. Bat eſpecially, it is a ſad thigh) 
when thoſe that pretend to an high” 
 Form,and greater Attainments than othefW! 
in Religion, yet don't Our-do them in af 
holy walking before the Lord. it is . 
when Church-members don't Out-do af” 
thers in tiolineſs, and in Obedience to ti: 
Commandments of God. To thoſe th: 
make an higher pretence to Religion cha 
others, what ſuyes the Prophet ? Hoſ. 4.1" 
Tho“ thou I/r acl play the Harlot; let nt Ji ol 
dab Offend. So the Lord ſayes, If Proj 
feſſors at Large will indulge themſelves i 
| theſe and thoſe Evils, let not Churchiſ: 
members do ſo, If other men indulg| 
r theml 
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emſclves in Drink 


, who are Church- men £ 
ier wen will Qver-reach, and be Op- 
ein their Dealings wiih their Neigh- 


urs, you that àre Church- members may 
u do ſo. It is a ſad thing, when the 
vorld (hall have occaſion to ſay, Thofe 
durch- members are like us; they quan- 15 


— 


g ler away their Time in Publick Houſes 
"Ws mich as we do: They ſpeak as Vain 


y and as Unprofitably as we when met 
gether. And there is one Duty which 
many ho are not Church- members attend, N 
but yet many who are ſo live in a ſinful 


FE een ; 
Nieelect of 18 2 1 mean that of attendance * 
poste LeQure in this great Town $ 


Many that are not Church- members, come 
to Bear and that conſtantly ; but the ñ 
preateſt part of Church- members ſeldom 
or erer come, althoꝰ they have no reaſo- 


ge Excuſe for their Neglect. It may: 
e ic thoughts of it will be terrible on 4 
esch bed. An Eminent Miniſter in Len- 
1%, informed me of one, a great Profeſſor 


a Relivion, a Member of a Congrega- 

tanz! Church who came to a Tragical 
ie, but not long before his Death he 
crcl red to that Divine, That it lay heavy I 
i TOR 
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vpon his Spirit, when he remembj 3 
how ſeldom he went to hear a Lean 
Sermon, tho“ there was Excellent Preadlf 

ing in the City, and near the Houſe whe 

he lived, yet he cared not to ſtir 2 "4 

Doors to Hear the Word of God. 
Think of jt ; and let not others rg 

not pretend to Religion ſo much as y 

do, Out- do you in any thing that is God 
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Let Believers be Exhorted to ahr 
themſel ves Singular in their Obedience 
the Commandments of God. And thet ES 
fore to be often thinking what thi 
may do for God, and to promote ill 
| Intereſt and Glory. Let us be oft 
asking our own Souls David. Queſtio 
Pſal. 116. 12. What fhall 1 render te he 
Lord? Has God done Singular things 
me, what ſhall 1 do for Him? And let 
ſet Chriſts Example before our Eyey 
Looking to Teſus ;, follow Him; Let us wal 
as He walked. Our Lord Jeſus Chr 
was always doing the things that pleail 
God: So ſhould Chriſtians Endeavour 
do. Our Lord jeſus, Chriſt went 105 
„ . 0 
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Des Good: When He came into this * 
Wd that Company, He would drop ſome |} 
Word or other whereby they might be. 
Wiked : So ſhould it be with as. And 
Wine Live as Chriſt Lived ; if we are Con- 
med to Him, what then? Then we 
I think of Bis Coming with Exceed 
Wy; Then we may think of Death with 
lreeding Joy: Then we may think of 
the Terrible Day of Judgment with 
txceediog Joy. 1 Conclude with 

chat Scripture, 1 Joh. 4. 17. Ne 

may have boldne/s in the Day of 
Judg ment, becauſe as bde 
is, fo are we in 


this W orld. 
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liſhed, are to be Sold by 


5 Green, at the North End of Beſton; v 


1. The Greateſt Concern inthe World,"'& 
ſhore & Plain Effay to anſwer that Molt 


| - , Concerning& All:concerningEnquiry, What | 


moſt do to be Saved? From A@. 16. 30 

2. A Very Needful Caution: A Brief 
Effay to diſcover the Sin that Slayes ic 
Ten Thouſands; and Repreſent the Cha- 


rater and Condition of the Coveteous« 


Wich ſame Antidotes againſt the infection 
of Coveteouſneſs & Earthly-mindedneſs. 
From Luk. 1 2. 1 5. Take beed and beware of 


Comweteonſ/neſs. 
As alſo there 18 10 Af 5 Alinting. « all 


b & may ſhortly to be Sold by Timothy Greeng 


a Bock Enrtituted, The Pain Tonrt Summoned 


to appear at Chriſt*s Bar. Or an Efſay to 


block up the Sinful ways of Youug People, 
by moli Selemu Coaliderations relating to 
that judgment unto which they are haſt= 
ning- From. Eccl. 11. 9, The —— 


Edition Folar ged. meg To 
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